	CURRICULUM COMMITTEE


	CHANGE COURSE FORM


	Present your changed course to the Curriculum Committee recorder by the last meeting of December, for the course to be included in next year's catalog.  Email the completed form to the Curriculum Committee recorder at least one week prior to the Curriculum Committee meeting.  Also, bring a signed copy to the meeting, since the signatures are required in advance of presenting your course.                                                                  ATTACH YOUR COURSE OUTLINE TO THE END OF THIS FORM.

	Intended Implementation Date:

	September 2009

	1.     Course Presenter:

	Sarah Hoover


	2.     Course Department             Division:

	Science Department/ Business, Math & Science Division


	3.    Course prefix, number                                                                and title of course:

	GS104   Earth Science System (Physics) 

	4.    Description for course change:

	GS104 is currently being taught as a general science physics lab course with for non-science majors.  This course is part of a sequence of general science lab classes (GS104, GS105 chemistry & GS106 geology) that are being considered by the science department for curriculum revision. Under consideration is to integrate all three courses into an Earth Science System sequence that examines physics, chemistry and geology as they relate to the world around us and to each other.  Attached is a document that illustrates topics currently covered in GS104 and the new topics that would be covered.  This course would be a stand alone course with no prerequisites.  While not all of the same topics will be covered in the new version of GS104 as in the old version, the new sequence will be designed to cover all the current topics through the full sequence (GS104, GS105, &GS106).  

	5.  Reason for the course change:

	When the GS sequence was originally designed by Clackamas Community College, it was designed as an integrated sequence with one instructor who taught all three terms.  The original intent of the course was to create a lab science course to primarily serve students interested in going into K-12 education.  The curriculum was designed to present a well rounded physical science sequence that illustrates how physics, chemistry and geology all inter-relate and to show practical application for each science.  In 1989, the lead instructor for this course retired and his position was not filled.  It was decided at that time to “parcel out” the course and split it into separate classes with each portion being taught by a different instructor.  This has lead to a sequence of courses that are disjointed relative to each other and often repeat topics/coursework already offered through the science department.  For example, the current version of GS104 covers many of the topics talked about in general physics, GS105 is similar to the general chemistry sequence and GS106 is similar to the general geology sequence.  Additionally, GS104, GS105 and GS106 are not taught in sequence (GS105 is currently taught in the fall, GS106 in the Winter and GS104 in the spring).  
The changes being proposed for these courses would reinstate the primary purpose of this course and focus on a lab science sequence that could best serve students interested in pursuing a degree in education or student who are non-science majors.  One of the changes proposed is to put the sequence back into sequential order (GS104 in the Fall, GS105 in the Winter, and GS106 in the spring) and create a logical sequence that is understandable to students.  Additionally, a lead instructor will be assigned for this course who will teach the class all three terms in order to give it continuity and teach it as an integrated course/sequence.  An additional benefit of this format would be that students would only need to one textbook and one lab manual for the entire year rather than three different books and manuals (one for each term).

	6.    Is this course                                       challengeable?

	 No…this is a lab science and labs can not be challenged

	7.    Is this course repeatable for a grade?  

	Yes

	8.  Is the course repeatable for credit?

	No

	9.    Curriculum Impact:

	By changing this course, Clackamas Community College will better be able to serve students working towards a degree in education as well as provide a transferable 4 credit lab science course with no prerequisites that is suitable for all non-science majors. By changing the format to one instructor for the entire sequence and putting the courses back into sequential order it will provide a more cohesive sequence for students.  This class is different than other science courses taught as it will integrate the physical sciences and show the relationships between them.  


	10.    Overlap Impact:

	 None.  This class takes an existing course and restores it to its original intent by using an integrated approach to physical science (physics, geology and chemistry) that is currently not being taught at Clackamas Community College. It will reduce overlap found in the current format.


	11.   External Impact:

	 This course will be transferable to all Oregon universities and will align better with courses taught at Western Oregon University designed for education majors.


	12.   Does this course belong on the Related Instruction list?
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	If yes, which area:

	        Communication


	 

	        Computation


	 

	        Human Relations


	 

	        Physical Education/Health


	 

	 


	Instructor Signature and Date (optional)


		
	Department Chair Signature and Date


		
	Dean Signature and Date



	

	
	
	
	
	


